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Blessings to you, dearest brothers, and sisters in the Lord!
Over the past month – maybe a little longer – the Sunday Adult Bible Study has been reading and discussing Philippians. We have
worked our way through the first two chapters. What have we discovered?
The Apostle Paul opens this meaningful letter to a congregation he had helped to start some years earlier with a prayer:
“It is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God” (1:9-11).
Paul prays for our love to “abound;” for our knowledge and discernment to increase; for our ability to identify what is excellent to
improve; all so that we can be “filled with the fruit of righteousness” that comes through Jesus. In other words, the Holy Spirit wants
us to live like redeemed human beings!
After writing about the advance of the Gospel in the congregation and larger community, Paul encourages the Christians to live in
keeping with the Gospel:
“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything
by your opponents” (1:27-28).
Notice that the “manner of worthy life” for the Christ-believers is that we are standing united, striving together “side by side” for the
Gospel of Christ, not being intimidated and frightened by our opponents. This unity and harmony in the Christian community is a
necessary indicator of the work of the Holy Spirit among us … and a necessity in the increasingly hostile world in which we live.
What Paul is advocating for Christian communities is that we do the work and put in the effort to find our way forward with a
common awareness and understanding of the issues, the possible solutions, and the way we will work and act together to achieve
our goal(s). This is, sometimes, difficult to accomplish. There are so many opinions in today’s unsettled world. This is no different that
the first century when Paul was writing. That is why his counsel and encouragement is just as meaningful today as it has always been.
This is a summary of Philippians 1. Let me encourage you to go read Philippians 2.
Luv ya’!
Pastor Craig
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