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To the saints at Concordia,
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
This is a season to remember and experience the Holy Trinity. The Old Testament, mysteriously, points toward this important
doctrine. The New Testament, wondrously, reveals this important teaching. The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity is of such significance for
the Christian that, somewhere around 500AD (give or take a few years), the Nicene Creed was strongly affirmed by what is known as
the Athanasian Creed:
The Christian faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; Neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the
Substance. For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Spirit. But the Godhead of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit is all one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.
This less-known Creed goes on to confess: The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. And yet they are not three
Gods, but one God. So likewise, the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Spirit Lord. And yet not three Lords, but one Lord. For like
as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge every Person by Himself to be God and Lord, so are we forbidden by the
Christian religion to say, “there be three Gods, or three Lords.”
“Mysterious, powerful, incomprehensible, truth” all describe the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity. This is the reason why I suggested last
Sunday that this is not just a Doctrine to believe, this is also a Divine Being to be experienced.
How do we experience the Holy Trinity? We gather weekly for the Divine Service, nearly always confessing the Apostles’ Creed. This
Creed follows the familiar pattern of Father, Son, Spirit. Luther, in the Small Catechism, gives us much to consider of this pattern: “I
believe that God has made me and all creatures” is followed by “I believe that Jesus Christ, is my Lord” and concludes with “I believe
that I cannot … believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.” That “God made me” and that “Jesus is my Lord” are not necessarily
comforting statements. And then to hear “I cannot believe” on my own should cause each of us to pause and reflect … repent.
Here is Good News! We experience the Holy Trinity in reverse order! We do not start with the Father our Creator or the Son our
Redeemer. We experience the Triune God, starting with the Holy Spirit: “but the Holy Spirt has called me by the Gospel, enlightened
me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” It is through the experience of the Holy Spirit through the proclaimed Word
and Baptism that I am enabled to confess “Jesus is Lord” and “God created me and all creatures.” It is through the presence ministry
of the Holy Spirit that I am enabled to live my daily life with confidence and faith, speaking the truth in love in every trial and
troubling circumstance.
This is the hope that grows among us because of the Holy Trinity!
Luv ya’!
Pastor Craig
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