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Friends of the King!
In the western Christian tradition, January 6 is celebrated as Epiphany. This special festival is the climax of the
Advent/Christmas Season. Advent prepares us for the coming of the Messiah; Christmas is the celebration of
Jesus’ birth; Epiphany reveals the Christ the King to his world.
Did you know: if you have ever heard or sung the song The Twelve Days of Christmas, you were singing about
the 12 days after Christmas that lead up to Epiphany.
The word epiphany means “to show” or “to make known” or even “to reveal.” Epiphany remembers the
journey and worship of the Wise Men who brought gifts to the child Jesus in the home where he was living in
Bethlehem. These Magi were the first Gentiles to acknowledge Jesus as “Lord” and “King” and so were the first
to be “shown” that Jesus is the incarnate Christ.
This act of worship by the Magi, which corresponded to Simeon’s blessing that this child Jesus would be “a light
for revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32), was one of the first indicators that Jesus came for all people, nations,
and races, and that the work of God in the world would not be limited to only a chosen few. Christ came for all
creation.
Within our Lutheran tradition, we celebrate Epiphany as a single day and as the season of the Church Year that
extends from today until Ash Wednesday (February 17), which begins the season of Lent leading to Easter. We
will bring the Epiphany Season to a close on the last Sunday of Epiphany, which we will commemorate as
Transfiguration Sunday (February 14).
The Epiphany Season is observed as a time of focusing on the mission of the church in reaching others by
“showing” Jesus as the Savior of all people. It is also a time of focusing on Christian community and fellowship,
especially in healing the divisions that are all too often created between God’s children. A meaningful way to
commemorate Epiphany is to “let your light shine before others” in such a way that those around you may “see
the good that you do” and “give glory to the Lord” because of your effort(s).
Blessings to you in the Name of the Revealed King – Jesus!
Luv ya’!

Pastor Craig

Happy January Birthdays
01-2 Bart Kounovsky
01-2 Carter Kounovsky
01-3 Lisa Schumacher
01-5 Jacob Tjosvold
01-6 Greg Holm
01-11 Mike Illenberger

01-13 Bert Svendsen
01-15 Becca Utu
01-16 Todd Elenz
01-16 Ron Wentzel
01-25 Clair Erickson

Happy January Anniversary
01-01 Gregory & Ann Gilbertson
01-06 Brad & Deb Nelson
01-17 Michael & Jennifer Berdine

